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Ecuador: Strike By Health Sector Employees Continues,
Medical Schools Join Strike, Unions Schedule Nationwide
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Jan. 31: President Rodrigo Borja issued a decree stating that physicians and other health sector
employees must return to work immediately to avoid dismissal and other sanctions including up
to one year in prison specified under the nation's National Security Law. The strike commenced
50 days ago with an indefinite work stoppage by interns employed in public hospitals. The strike
spread to include physicians, and nearly all other occupational groups linked to public health,
including social workers. Feb. 1: Shutdowns at public hospitals in Quito and other major cities
continued. Early Friday, police removed personnel from hospital entrances. Later in the day,
soldiers inspected hospitals to verify the absence of strikers. Feb. 2: United Workers Front (Frente
Unitario de Trabajadores-FUT) leaders reiterated plans for a 24-hour national strike scheduled
for Wednesday, Feb. 6. Feb. 3: As of Sunday, the presidential decree had little or no impact on
strikers' actions. Health sector and oil workers declared that the decree must be revoked before
negotiations can begin. The nation's largest labor union confederations have scheduled a 24-hour
nationwide strike for Feb. 6 to protest economic measures implemented two weeks ago, which
included price hikes for fuel and transport fares, and currency devaluation in addition to a weekly
"mini- devaluation." Education Ministry officials extended the indefinite suspension of classes
in public schools to the sierra region. Schools in Pichincha province were closed down Jan. 30,
result of numerous street demonstrations that had turned violent. Quito is both the provincial
and national capital. The nation's medical schools and the National Medical Federation called
on members which include private sector health professionals to participate in a solidarity strike
beginning Feb. 4. The nationwide indefinite strike is the first of its kind in Ecuadoran history.
Federation spokespersons told reporters that the resolution to strike was approved unanimously by
presidents of the nation's 20 provincial medical schools at a meeting in Guayaquil. Medical school
administrators had previously decided to commence a strike on Feb. 18, but the date was advanced
due to the intervention of police and soldiers in public hospitals last Friday. Feb. 4: Federation
executive secretary Dr. Carlos Sanchez told the Agence France Presse that of 21,000 Ecuadoran
physicians, only 50% are employed. He said medical and nutrition programs for schools, workplaces
and low-income communities proposed by the Federation and approved by President Borja, should
be implemented. (Basic data from AFP, 01/31/91, 02/01-04/91; EFE, 02/03/91)
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